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CHAPTER FOURTEEN - xAOUBPIAAOA OAR AEAAA

THE WEATHER - 1A TAA

In Chapter Fourteen you will learn how to do the following:

to understand a Russian weather forecast

to enquire about the weather

to compare the weather in different seasons and countries
to express ideas relating to frequency

howpPE

You will learn the following points of grammar:

adverbs derived from adjectives

the verbaldaaoil and ‘frequency’ adverbs
negative adverbs

the future tense of the vertadou

the comparative of adjectives and adverbs
the superlative of adjectives and adverbs

oukwnE

Activity One - Gthdjt caaaiéa

Reading Read the text& and<, then answer the questions following the texts. Use

the vocabulary list at the foot of the next page to help you.

Addiaia aiaa a bififee
F&Pbvf - cfv j t [jKjlyjt dhtvz ujlf d Hjc cbb& Jyf ghjlj k;ftncz nhb v tczw
- | tr f,hm” zydfhm b adhf km& Hecbt k., zn pbve% t/vjhjpyst ~cjkytxyst b
cyt;yst  lyb& Vyjubt ,th en jngecr pbvjg ** xn,s r fnf nmcz yf gymr f[ bkb yf
ks;f[& D v fhnt yf xbyftncz d tcyf& D fghtkt gj zdkz. ncz gthdst ptk/yst kbcnmz
b nhfdf& D vft xfcn j ,sdf. n uhjps™ yj gju jIf d c/ hfdyj n/gkfz & Dplt wdtnen
yfhwbccs™ n. kmgfys b k fylsib& J,sxyjd H jc cbbn/gkjt M fbyjulflf;, t;fhr jt
ktnj& Ctynz,hm - yfxfkj j ctyb& Gjujlf to/ yt[jkj lyfz ~yje; tb ytn/gk fz -
ghj [k flyfz & Jrnz,hm b yjz,hm e t [jkj lyst vtczws& Xfcrj ble nlj ;Ib b
letn d tnth& Onjbn [jkj lyfz b cshfz gjuj If&

<&D Hc cbb pbvjq * j xtym[jkj lyj & Pb¥ghj |j kifthcznhbv tczwi-I tr f,hm” zydfhm
b atdhf km& Hedbt j xtym k., zn pbve® fjulf yf e kbwt vijhjpyj “cjkytxyj bcyty] &
Vyjubt ,th en jngecr pbvjg® xnj,s r fnf nmcz yf fymrf[ bkb yf ks;f[& Dt  cyf
ghb[jlbn d v fhnt* rjulf yf xbyftn n fznm cyt& D ghtkt yf e kbwt e; t ptkty] & D Wt
xfcnj ,sdf.  n uhjps” yj d ¢/ hfdyj] ntgkj & Dplt wdtnen yfhwbccs™ n. kmgfys b
kfylsib& J,sxyj d H jc cbb ktnjv * ntgkj ~fbyju IfIf;  t ;fhr j & @ynz,hm - yfxf k]
jc tyb& Yf ekbwt to/ yt[jkj lyj “vyje; tb ytntgkj -ghj[kflyj & D jmzhtb
yjzhte; t[kj lyj & Xfcrjble nlj ;b bleth d tnth& Yfekbwt [jkj lyj b cshj &

* Thelnstrumental case is used to denote seasons of the year and parts of the.gayjg” dtcyjg™ ktnjv?
jc tym. (in the winterspring, summeautumn)enhj v ly/vA d txthj v*yj xm. (in the morning, afternoon,
evening, at night).
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1. Rfrfz * gjujlfd H jc cbb pbvjg$

2. Rfryfe kbwt pbvjg$

3. Rfryfe kbwtd f ghtkt$

Rfr fzgjujlfcn jbndv ft$

Rfr yf e kbwt d v ft$

Rfrjtj,sxyjd H jccbb ktnj$
Rfrj,sxyjd H jc cbb ktnj v$

8& Rfrfzgjujlfjsxyjcn jbnd ctynzht$
9& Rfryfe kbwt d ctynz,ht$

10&Rfr fz gjujlfcn jond jr nz,ht byj zht$
11&Rfryf e kbwt d jr nz,ht byj z,ht$

Chapter 14

* In your answer you have to choose either an adjective or an adverb frorA mx¢sdepending on the
guestion, i.eéaéié (-ay*-id~-ed)$requires an adjectivia the answer whereésié$requires an adverb.

Activity Two - A01814 casaied
Listening/Witing Read the text below and fill in the gaps forming the appropriate
adverb from the adjectives given in the box. Listen to the tape to check your answers.

ki lysq lj;Ikbdsq (rainy) nevfyysq (foggy) i, kfxysq (cloudy)
gfcvehysq ¢j kyt xysqg (sunny) dtnhtysq (windy) vt[ Kj lysq
htlrbq (rare) n/gksq
(1

Hecarbt uj djh zn%Ctynz,hm - pjkjn fz j ctym», gj njv e xrj nhfdf b kbcnmz e; t yt
ptk/yst* f ;/knst& D ¢ tynz,ht to/ b xfcnj ,sdf.  n cjkyt xyst
lyb&

Jr nz,hme tghj [k flysqgv tczwé& kywt cdtnbn b ginjv e yf ekbwt
b & BEnbfen j ,sdftnn evfy* fly/ivj,  kfr f& Nulf
J djh zn%Ctuj lyz e nhj v NMlyiv ».

gj hflbj u

Dyjzhtxfcn jble nlj ;lbbletnd tnth& K. Ib yt[ jnzn ,hf nm jngecr” qulf yf

ekbwt b & ¢hgjge kzhyj tdhtvzlkzj ngecrjd-ktnj*
rjulf yf e kbwt b &
ceia winter dc/ hfdyj still, nevertheless [kj lysq /[kj lyj cold
cfvsqg [ Jkj lysq the coldest n/gksqg /ntgkj warm ghjkflysg / cool
dhtvz uj If season dtplt everywhere ghj[kflyj
ghjlj kif nmcz ) to last wd cnb (wdne® to flower blen Ij;lb it rains
vihjpysg /vjhjpyj  frosty wdn/n” wehen) letn dtnth it's windy
cj kyt xysq /cj kytxyj sunny wdtnjr (wdtns) flower(s) gjuj If cn jbn the weather is
cyt;ysq /cytyyj snowy yfhwbcc daffodil cshjq /cshj damp
vyjubt ,then many people  n. kmgfy tulip yf e kbwt outside

take (a/their) kfylsi lily of the valley  htlrbq rare
jngecr holiday gfcvehysq overcast dtcyf ghbl[ j Ibn spring comes
bl/n lj;im ( m) itis raining n/gksqg /ntgkj warm nfznm to melt
gjzdkznmez (1) to appear byju If sometimes cytu snow
ptklysq /ptktyj green ;fhrbq  /;thr j  hot pikin jq golden
kbcn (kbcnmz) leaf (leaves) ktnj summer cj kywt cdtnbn the sun shines
nhfdf grass yf xf kj beginning j, kfrj cloud
,sdf.n uhjps there are storms jctym autumn nju If then
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Activity Thr ee - OB8a00ia cazaied

Writing/Listening  Translate the following phrases into Russian, then listen to the texts
from Activities One andwo. Can you find these phrases in the texts? Number them in order of
their appearance.

@ &&l&is cold and damp outside.

@ &&l&is very cold in Russia in winter
@ &&8l&is cold and overcast outside.
@ &&dsually itis warm in Russia in summer

Note: whereas in English we say ‘it is’ when talking about the weather (e.g. ‘itis cold’), the Russian equivalent
is simply[jkj lyj .In Russian, the word ‘it’ ialways omittedand the verb ‘to be’ is only used in the past and
future tenses. Usuallthe order of the remaining words is reversed (i.e. the Russian adverb comes at the end
of the sentence); e.gtujlyz [kj lyj - itis cold today dxthf ,sk j [kj lyj- it wascold yesteday&

Activity Four - xa04a,d0ia caaaied
Writing Look at the pictures and complete the sentences by each one. Use the
appropriate adverb and tense of the vaslibe - ,snm. The first one is done for you.

Dxthf skj * Ij;lkbdj& VoL

II”//
1! g

Ctuj lyz & m

Pfdnhf* &
Dxthf &
Ctuj lyz &
Pfdnhf &
Dxthf &
Ctuj lyz &
Pfdnhf &

* Use the neuter singulask j for the past tense anal tn for the future tense.

S azov (Russian from Scratch )



Activity Five - 1yoia caaaied
Reading Sort out the correct forms of the future tense for the verb ‘to be’ by drawing
arrows linking the appropriate parts. In order to help you, one of the forms which you have jus

met has been done for youo(¥can check your solution by referring to the Gransexion) 3
o
z €l tim we will be s
ns el tn he/she/it will be O
iy fivf /iy — elen they will be
VS ele you will be {nformal)
ds el tv I will be
jyb el tnt you will be formal plura)
Activity Six - @anoila cadaied

Speaking Role-playYou play the part ok and your partner plays the roleRfthen
reverse the roles. Use the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you.

A B
1. Say good morning. Reply appropriately
Say that the weather is very cold today Say: “Yes, it is very cold and windy”.
Ask whether he/she knows what the Say that you heard on the radio that it will be
temperature is. +3° C* today
Say that you read in the paper that it will be rainy ~ Say that you do not have an umbrella because
in the afternoon. it was dry yesterday

Say that the weather is very changeable in the
autumn and that you always have your umbrella
with you ( ¢j,jq)&

2. Your partnerA) who normally lives in the Crimea is visiting yd8) (n Moscow in December:

A B

Say that it is very frosty weather in Moscow Say that it is always cold in Moscow in
December

Say that the weather in the Crimea is dry and Ask about the temperature.

sunny now

Reply that it is usually +12%n December Express your surprise (eyd.e;t kb$!). Add
that it is often-20€C in Moscow in December

Say that you rarely have frost and snow in the Say that in Moscow it can be frosty even in

Crimea. March.

* There are two constructions for expressing temperature, i.e. H#8 uhflecf ntgkf (literally: three degrees of
warmth) orgk.c nhb (plus three) and —20°Cldflwfnm uhflecjd vjhjpf (twenty degrees of frost) abyec
I[dflwfnm (minus twenty).

The verbalaaoi and the ‘frequency’ adverbs
In Russian, as you already knatve verb ‘to be’ is usuallgnm. There is another verfsdf nm(l), which

also means ‘to be’ (you met it in the texts in Activity One). This verb is used to denote frequency or repetition
and is usuallprecededby an adverb such aften, rar ely, sometimesetc.

z htlr j ,sdf. d Vj crdt - lamrarely in Moscow

dtcyjg xfcnj ,sdf.n uhjps - thereareoftenthunderstorms in spring
pjyn umbrella c cj,jq with oneself yte;tkb really
cefjq /cef dry vjhjp frost If;t even
bpvtyxbdsq changeable d Rhsve in the Crimea
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Activity Seven - N&auita caaaied

Reading/Witing/Speaking Read the expressions in the table below and work out
the meanings of the ones that you do not kndse the vocabulary list at the foot of the
page, if necessarRank them in order of frequency in the boxes provided (the words
denoting greater frequency are towards the top of the list). Some are already done for you.
Then answer the questions below in Russian.

bphtlr f | dhtvz jn dhtvtyb = | Ij djkmyj |gj xnb dc/ byju If htlr j
(dhtvtyfvb) xfcnj dhtvz

dctulf dc/ dhtvz ybrjulf ] xtym xfcnj | htuekzhyj] | xfcnj

dctulf /dc/ dhtvz

xfcnj

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

9. dhtvz jn dhtvtyb
10.
11.ybrjulf (yt) *

* The particleyt is always used when the negative adverb is followed by a verb, but is omitted when there
is no verb:

d Fahbrt ybrjulf yt bl/n cytu - it never snows in Africa
d Fahbr t byju If ,sdftn cytu$ - ytn  ~ybrjulf - does it sometime Snow in Africa? - no, never

There are a number of negative adverbs which are also followed by pattigtes(For more details see
the Grammar section.)

1& Rfr xfcnj ns ,sdftim d rbyj$

2& Ns dctulf ,sdftim |j v fdtxthj v$

3& Nshtlr j,sdftimdnt fnhtjgthsb ,f ktnf$
4& Ns byju If ,sdftim d Gfhb; t$

5& Ns htuekzhyj pfybv ftimcz cgjh njv$

6& Ns byju If ckeiftim hflbj$

7& Ns xfcn j buhftim d u j kma$

8& Rfr xfcn j ns cv j nhbim nt ktdbpjh$

bphtlrf occasionally dc/ dhtvz all the time
dhtvz jn dhtvtyb = dhtvtyfvb from time to time htlr j rarely

lj dj kmyj quite ybr julf never
gjxnb almost htuekzhyj regularly

S azov (Russian from Scratch )



Activity Eight - AiAUiTa cadaied

Listening Listen to theecordings abouypicalweather conditions in Great Britain
and Indonesiandfill in the missing information in thible belowUsethe vocabulary list at
thefoot of the page to help yobut do not expect to understand every word

GJUJLF DTKBR J<HBN FYBZ BYLJYTPBZ
cj kywt lj dj kmyj xfcnj gj xnb dctulf
lj;lm

cytu

vihjp

nevfy

dtnth

ehfufy

pfcelf

ntvgthfnehf dsit 30  °C

Chapter 14

Activity Nine - Adayoia caaaiea

Reading/Witing  Look at the pictures of the newspaper cuttings below which
explain the symbols that are used on Russian and British weather ragpsut¥n English
or Russian equivalent in the case of each duplicated symbol, completing the table provided.

0Go3xauenms Ha KapTax Sy % - Stetana
{C’b Sunny showers
* ﬁq “ & “* 5 intervats ? Lightning
Cloudy .
8 é 6 ‘ Drizzle 2 Hail
Snow
Conxeuto MMepementas Kparxo~ floxau  NacmypHo Hanpasn ‘OVErcast )
00nauHOCTh  BPEMEHHbIE W cuna @ rain 13 (Temperature
RoxXau BeTpa dd4 . d' us)
Sunn) ind speed
+21(+12) +15 . J
Temnepatypa BO3fyxa AHEM ( HOUbI0) Temneparypa sofibi
Sunny

Ntvgthf nehfdjple [fly/v(by] xm.)
Rhf nrj dhtv tyyst Ij ;lb

Rain
Overcast

Gthtv tyyfz j, kfxyj cnm
Ntvgthf nehf dj Is

Now try to link with arrows the remaining English phrases with their Russian equivalents in the
columns belowCheck your answers in the vocabulary list at the foot of the following page.

cloudy rhf nrj dhtv tyysq lj ;Im cj cytu jv

drizzle cytu

hail uhfl

sleet & sunny showers J, Kfxyj

snow vj kybz

lightning vjhjczobq lj;lm

wind speed & direction yf ghfdktybt b cbk f d tnhf
Dtkbrj,hbn fybz  Great Britain pfce][f drought dj km(+ gen  along
Byljytpbz Indonisia nevfy fog yrdfnjh equator
[inz although byjcnhfytw (byjcnhfyrf) foreigner vtile  (+instr) between
gj lybv fnmcez(l) to rise cbkmysq strong Cbyufgeh Singapore
dsit (+gen above ehfufy hurricane rjihj nrbq short
chtlybq average hfcgj kj; ty (-f* -)) is situated  k/urbq light
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Activity Ten - Adiyda caaaied
f§ Listening Listen to the weather forecast for the various regions of the CIS and
f‘: complete the table belpwsing the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you. The
§ first one is partially done for you.
‘Q
E Weather Moscow | St. Petersburg| Crimea Central Siberia Urals
= Asia
2 drizzle
X
sunny
cloudy
sunny intervals
water temperature
windy
showers
dry
showers with sleet
lightning
hail
air temperature +18C +20°C
afternoon air temp.
night air temp.
Activity Eleven - T1aeiiaadaoia casaiea
Speaking Pairwork. Using the information from the table in ActivignTl ask your
partner about the weather conditions in the various regions of the CIS. Swap roles after each
guestion. Use the following as a guide.
A. -Rfrfz ctujlyz gjujlfdV jcrdt$
A -Ctujlyz d V jcrdt rhf nrj dhtv tyystlj ;lb&
A. -Rfrfzgjujlf ,eltn*dVjcrdt pfdnhf$
A - Pfdnhf d Vj crdt , ele n* rhf nrj dhtv tyyst |j ;lb&
A. -Rfrfzgjujlf ,sk fxdVjcrdt dxthf $
A - Dxthf d Vjcrdt ,skb * rhf nrj dhtv tyyst lj ;Ib&
* Remember that the form of the veslmm in the future tense depends on the number of the noun which it
precedes; in the past tense it depends on both the gender and. nithbarerb,snm is followed by an
adverb, remember to use the neuter singular form (past or futuraktefg V j crdt ,sk j Ij ;lkbdj /
pfdnhf d V j crdt , el tn |j ;lkbdj - it was rainy in Moscow yesterday / it will be rainy in Moscow
tomorrow&
ghjuyjp gju jls weather forecast gj kj dbyf half vjhjczobq lj;Im drizzle
j,kfcnm  (f) region djpvjity  (djp- is/are possible j, kfxysq/j, kfxyj cloudy
j;blffnmecz (1) to be expected vjyf*  -j* -S) rhf nrj dhtv tyysq  showers with
rhf nrj dhtv tyysq shower djif water lj;im cj cytujv sleet
lj;lm Abycrbq pfkbd  Gulf of Finland vj kybz lightning
djple[ air Chtlyzz Fpbz Central Asia yfghfdktybt b wind direction
gthtvtyyfz sunny interval(s) uhfl hail cbkf dtnhf and speed
J, kfxyj cnm(f) yf E hf kt in the Urals
256 S azov (Russian from Scratch )



Activity Twelve - Adaiaavacia caaaied

Writing  Look at the weather maps of Russia and Britain which were published on
the same day in the summieirst identify whether the statements comparing the weather in
Britain and Russia are@e { ) or Falsgl ). Then translate the descriptions below into ' &
Russian. o

g

You will need to know how to form the comparative degree of adjectives and adverbs. There éx
two ways of expressing the comparative in Russian:

a) by using the wordsjktt (more) M tyt t (less) before the adjective or adverb; ehfebdsq
-, jktt ivtyt t rhfcbdsq (more/less beautifulkj kyt xyj -, jktt /vyt t cj kyt xyj (more/
less sunny)

b) by adding the endingiato the stem of the adjective or adverb; ehécbdsq - rhfcbdtt
(more beautiful)gj kyt xyj - ¢j kyt xytt (more sunny/sunnier).

Comparative adjectives and adverbs are used in various types of constructions. One of the mq
common of these contains the wortst (than) always preceded by a comma; etgjlyz d
Vj crdt, jkt t ¢cj kytxyfz gjujlf* xtv d Kjyliyt / ctujlyz d V j crdt cj kyt xytt® xtv d
Kjyliyt - the weather is sunnier in Moscow todhagn in London;d Vj crdt ctuj lyz , jktt
cj kyt xyj® xtv d Kjyljyt - it is sunnier in Moscow todakan in London.

GJUJLF D DT KBR J<HBN FYBB GJUJLFDHJCCBB

+13

+14
+15

+17

+18

Today the weather in Russia is colder than in Britain.
It is more overcast and rainy in Britain than in Russia.
The weather in Britain is sunnier than in Russia.

Itis less windy in Russia than in England.

It is warmer in Russia today than in England.

arwbdE

Now write down some more comparisons of your own, based either on the weather maps above

or on information taken from a recent newspaper
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Activity Thir teen - Odéiaadacia casaied

Speaking/Witing  Groupwork. Look at the weather maps below and discuss the
variations in the weather in the different parts of Britain over the three days. Use the model
below and the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you.

DXTHF CTUJLYZ PFDNHF

Yf pf gfl t* Fyukbb dxthf sk fv tyt tlj ;lkbdfz gju jIf*xtv ctujlyz (or: Yf
pfgfl t Fyukbb dxthf ,sk | vityt tlj ;lkbdj* xtvc tujlyz) . Pfdnhf nfv, el tn
Jkt tcj kytxyfz gju j I xtv ¢ tujlyz ( or: Pfdnhf nfv, el tn, jkt tcj kyt xyj™* xtv
ctuj lyz)&

* Always use the prepositiopf with points of the compass.g.yf .u t (Prepositional) dctulf ntgk | - it
is always warnin the southyf .uj-pfgflt  (Prepositional) - in the south-west tle yf .u (Accusative
- | am goingo the south.

When you have completed the groupwork, sloould write a brief description of the weather
in Great Britain (or any other country of your choice) over the past two days, and attempt to
predict the weather for the following day

The superlative of adjectives

The superlative is formed by usiofysq (the most) before another adjecti@vsq agrees in gender and

number with the adjective which it precedes; efgsq ,tpjgfcysq nhfycgjhn - the safest (form of)
transportcfvfz cthm/pyfz ghj,ktvf - the most serious problem.

ctdth north ctdthysq northern ctdthj-pfgfl north-west

.u south .;ysq southern ctdthj-djcnjr north-east

pfafl west pfaflysq western .uj-pfofl south-west

djcnjr east djcnjxysq eastern .uj-djenjr south-east

S azov (Russian from Scratch )



Activity Fourteen - xao0diadadadia caaaiea

Reading/Witing Read the following conversation in which three people discuss
their preferred means of travel and write answers in Russian about yourself based on tk

guestions after the text.

[1+4i6 a0 acaeoa yoel aeall odaiiiiidoa  $

Vihbz - Crf;bnt® gj ;f kegenf™ <jhbc” yf x/v ds j,sxyj t pbntdj ngecr$

<jhbc -Z gj xnb detulf t p; e viibyjqg *.

Vfhbz -Fgj xtv e$

<jhbc - ZlevfA xnj  ynj cfvsq lti/dsq b cfvsq ,tpjgfcysq dbl
nhfycgjhnf&

Vfhbz -F ds®J kmd® nj; ttpbntdj ngecryfv fibyt$

Jkmuf -Ytn™ z j,sxyjk tnf.c fv jk/injv”gjnjv e xnj yn cfvsq
,scnhsq dbl nhfycgjhnf&

Vfhbz -Znj; tktnf.yfc fv jk/nt& Jy ,scnht t* xtv Ih eubt dbls
nhfycgjh nf& F ds” <jhbc” ktnftnt ¢ fv j k/nj v$

<jhbc -Ytn*ybrjulf& Gj-v j tv e dv | k/nj xtym jgfcysq b ljhju  jg
nhfycgjh n&

Jkmuf - Z yt cju kfcyf c <jhbcj v~ xnjv fibyf-c fvsq,t pjogfcysq dbl

* TheInstrumental case can be used to denote the means of transport asyfell teePrepositional case;

eg.’

1&
2&
3&
4&
5&
6&
1&
8&
9&

nhfycgjh nf& Cfvj t, jkmij trjkbxtcndj fdfhbqg ckexftncz yf
ljhju tfytddjp le [t&

by car’ can be expressedysfibyt  (Prepositional case) orfibyjg  (Instrumental case).

Yf x/v ns j,sxyj t pbimdj ngecr$

Gj xtv e ns tgbim yf ynjv dbl t nhfycgjh nf$

Ns rjulf-yb, em ktnftim ¢ fv jk/njv$

Gj xtv e ns k.,bim /ytk,bimk tnfnmé jk/injv$

Yf x/v ns j,sxyj t pbim d eybd thcbntn / yf hf, jne$

Gj xtv e ns ds,hf k(f) bv tyyj ynjn dbl nhfycgjh nf$

YT x/v j,sxyj t pzn ndjb hj Ibnt kb$ Gjxtv e$

Rfr jg” gj-ndj tv e*dvsqg ,t pjgfcysq dbl nhfycgih  nf$ Gj xtv e$
Rfr jg” gj-ndj tv e" dvsq jgfcysq dbl nhfycgjh nf$ Gj xtv e$

Activity Fifteen - Iyoiaadaoia caaaiea

Writing/Speaking  Groupwork. Discuss the types of transport that you prefer when
travelling on holidayusing as many superlative forms of the adjectives below as possible.Y
should work in groups of three or four and use the text from Activity Fourteen as your

model.
elj,ysq (convenient) ytelj,ysq (incovenient) vt Ik tyysq  (slow)
crihj cnyjqg  (high-speed) yfl/;ysq (reliable) ytyfl/;ysq (unreliable)

J[tpjgfcysq safe ktnfnm (1) to fly jgfcysq dangerous rj kbxt cndj number
dbl nhfycgjihnf  form of transport ,scnhsq fast  cjukfcty (cjukfcyf) agree(d) fdfhbz accident

A new ab initio Russian course
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Activity Sixteen - @afnoiaddaoia casaiéa

Speaking/Wting  Pick any one of the groups given bel&ou now have five
minutes to ask as many people as possible which one of the items in this group they would
most like to have, and whwrite down the answers and report your preferences in Russian
to the other students in the group. Then repeat the activity based on the picture below

1& cj,fr A rjn ™[ vzr® k jiflm

2& rdfh nbhfr Ij v/ If xf

3& v fibyf* v jnjwbr k™ dkj cbgtl
4& | tymub”™ fphj dmt™ B xf

5& rhfcjnf* ev” nfkfyn

6& ntktdbpjh” hflbj® v fuybnja jy

You will need to know how to say in Russian ‘I would like to ...” This is very simple: you use tHg xaerin

in the past tense + partice + the infinitive; e.gz [j ntk(f) ,s bvtnmcj,fr e-1would like to have a dog;

jyf [ ntkf ;s exbnmcz d eybithcbntnt - she would like to study at universitys [} ntkb ,s
gentitcndjdfnm - we would like to travel. Note: when asking questions the paysiclesually follows the
pronounxnj ,s ns [j ntk(f) bv thm$ what would you like to have? When asking about pets you have to
use the pronoumj (remember that the veby tnmrequires thé\ccusativecase and therefor@j changes
torjuj);e.grjuj,s ns[jntk(f) bv tnm%m f bkb cj,fr e$- what would you like to have: a cat or a dog?.

You will also need to know how to say ‘most of all’ in Russian. This is a superlative adverb which is formed by
a comparative adverfg kmit + dctuj ; e.g.xnj ,s [ j ntk(f) bv tnm,j kmit d ctuj $- what would you
like to have most of all? For more details on superlative adverbs see the Grammar section.

elj,ysq comfortable yfl/;ysq reliable rhfcjnf beauty
vtlktyysq slow [i vazr hamster ev intelligence
crjhj cnyjq high-speed df xf luck nfkfyn talent
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GRAMMAR

ADVERBS

Adverbs are indeclinable words which qualify veijps@digi gj/n - he singsvell), adjectives

AMO At N L o lir e e o o e\ et e o o fomds bk AN L

(afada dt;kbdsg - always polite), nouns Xntybt anéod- readingaloud) or other adverbs
(eifd dalj ;lkbdj - it is sometimesrainy).

Chapter 14

They answer questions such &s$ (how?),rfr xfcn j$ (how often?)rfr Ij ku$ (how
long?),U t$ (where?)rjulf$ (when?) etc.

Most adverbs are formed from adjectives by removing the adjectival ending and replacing it with
- (if the adjective is hard) e& (if the adjective is soft):

hard adjective adverb soft adjective adverb
rhfcbd sq rhfcbd j becrhtyy bg (sincere)) berhtyy t (sincerely
[Ikj ly sq Okj ly ] rhfqy bq (extreme)| rhfgy t (extremely)

Note: there are three exceptions to the above rule. The following soft adjectives form the advert
with -1 %

hfyy bq (early) - hfy j (early)
giply bq (late) - giplyj (late)
Ifdy bq (long-standing) - Ifdy j (longago)

Adverbs derived from adjectives endingiigeé#6€eé are formed withe; e.g kjubxt crbq
(logical) -kjubxtcr b (logically). Some adverbs of this group have the hyphenated gyefix
(these usually denote an action in the manner or style of somethicig)j-ahfywepcrb
(meat cooked in a Franch style)

cvjnhtnm rhbnbxtcr b (to look critically)

uj djhbnm gj- heccrb (to speak in Russian)
xbnf nmgj-f yukbqgcrb (toread in English)
rja t gj- nehtwrb (coffee Turkish style)

The Russian language is very rich in adverbs and the following list of the most common may prove

useful as a guide:

1. Adverbs of manner

dvtcent together

yfhjxyj on purpose

yfghfcyj in vain

gj-yfcnjzotve properly

giytdj kt against one' will

gj-cdjtve in onesown way

gjxnb almost, nearly

xenm yt almost, all but (relates to avoidance of negative events genm yt
egfk - I almost fell)

tidf scarcelyhardly

nfr thus, so (in reply tofr )

yt nfr wrong(ly) (literally: ‘not so’)

cujhzxf in the heat of the moment

cj cyf half awake

2. Adverbs of place
ult where
ul t-nj somewhere

DS

A new ab initio Russian course 261



262

ybut

dtplt
pltcm” nen
nfv

ljvf

livig

pf uhfybwtq
pf uhfybwe
c. If

nef

dybp
dybpe
yfdth[
yfdth[ e
cktdf
cghfdf
yfktd;j
yfghfdj

nowhere

everywhere

here

there

at home

home (homewards)
abroad lpcation
abroad fhovement
here hovement

there (novement
downwardstfiovement
below fio movemept
upwards hovement
upstairs o movemehton the top
on the left

on the right

to the left

to the right

Adverbs of time (including ‘frequency’ adverbs)

njulf

rjulf-n j

ctuj lyz

pfdnhf
gjcktpfdnhf
dxthf

gjpfd xthf

[fdyj

hfyj

giplyj

ligiplyf

dj dhtvz

njnxfc (;t) ctaxfc (;t)
chfpe (; 1)
yflyz|

yfrfyeyt

crihj

c vbyens yf vbyene
bphtlrf

dhtvz jn dhtvtyb
dhtvtyfvb
htuekzhyj

dc/ dhtvz

dctulf

xfenj

htlr

lj djkmyj

Adverbs of quantity
jxtym

ckbir j v (vyju j)
ckbir jv (v fkj)
ik

ytvyjuj

ytvyj or

wyjuj

J kmit

lj djkyj

then (n reply torjulf$)
some time (ago)

today

tomorrow

the day after tomorrow
yesterday

the day before yesterday
along time ago

early

late

until late

on time, punctually
immediately
immediately

during the next few days; a few days ago

the day before
soon

every minute
occasionally
from time to time
from time to time
regularly

all the time
always

often

seldom, rarely
quite

very
too (much)

too (little)

little, few (not alittle, afew)
little

alittle

much

more

quite
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(0]
z

licnfnjxyj enough

crj kmj how much

cnj kmij so much

Adverbs of expressing doubt and possibility N
dhzl kb#tldf kb itis unlikely o
yfdthyj(t) probably =1
i kyyj,snm perhaps )
vj;itn ,snm perhaps

gj;fkeq may be, perhaps

Interrogative adverbs

ul t$ where? lpcation

relf$ where? direction

rfr$ how?

rjulf$ when?

hfpdt$ can it be that ...?

yte;tkb$ really?, can it be that ...?

Affirmative adverbs

If yes

nfr S0, it is so

giyznyj of course, naturally

hfpevt tncz of course, evidently

rjytxyj of course

dtim surely

d cfvjv Itkt indeed

Negative adverbs

ybu t (yt) nowhere lpcation)

ybr ef (yt) nowhere direction

ybj nref (yt) from nowhere

ybrjulf (yt) never

ybcerj kmij (yt) not at all

ybrfr (yt) in no way

yb hfpe (yt) not once

There are two adverbs which sound almost the same, but hiaremtikpelling and meanirgb hfpe (not
nce) angt hfp (more than once); e.yf yb hfpe yt ghbujnj dbkfj,t | -notoncedid she cook dinner;
yt hfp ghjcbk nt,z e,hfnm rdthnbhe - | asked youmore than onceto clean the flat.

Remember: the negative adverbs from the list above are always folloywted/byn used with a verb; ejgt
ybref yt bl/n ¢ tujlyz d txthj v - she isnot going anywhere tonight.

It is possible to use more than two negatives in one sentencetuglgz ybrnj ybr ef yt bl/n - today
no one is going anywhere.

0.

*

‘Potential’ negative adverbs

yuut there is nowhere to (location)
yurelf there is nowhere to (direction)
yarjulf there is no time to

yupfxtv there is no point

Yurjulf can also mean ‘once, at one time’.

These negative adverbs have the prgfixand are used in the two following types of sentences:

1) in personal constructions with a ‘subject’ in i&tive case. In such sentences they are always followed by

an infinitive; e.gyfv ytr julf cv j nhtnmntktdbpjh - we have no time to watch television.

2) in impersonal constructions; eayj nhtnm nktdbpjh ,sk j ytr julf - there was no time to watch

television.
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10. Indefinite adverbs

ul t-nj* somewherel¢cation

relf-n j somewheredjrection

rfr-nj somehow

rjulf-n j at one time, once

gjxtve-nj for some reason

ul t-yb, eim somewhere, anywherk¢ation
relf-yb, elm somewhere, anywherdifection
rfr-yb, elm somehowanyhow

rjulf-yb, em at any time, ever

gj xtv e-yb, ém for some reason or other

* All these adverbs can also combine wkb, j &This is more bookish and expresses an even greater degree
of indefiniteness than the above adverbs;jg.csk ¢ fvsv byntht cysv xt kjd trj v bp dct[ k. | tg"
rn jhs[ z rjulf-kb, j denhtxfk - he was the most interesting person | hawer met.

fj t-r nj someone

rj t-xnj something, one or two things

rj t-ult in various places

i t-r fr somehow (with great difficulty); carelessly
fj t-r julf occasionally

fj t-r elf to a particular place

ON/ N\ ot

Activity Seventeen - Naiia&a6aoia casaied
Writing  Fill in the gaps choosing an adjective or adverb as appropriate from the
brackets. Make sure that any adjectives used are in their correct form.

1& @ujlyz ,skj xtym j,i& Vv fdctulfj xtym imj dbn (drecysq

- drecyj) & 2& Jy jxtym kid tr& Rfr Axpe tu jd enhtnbkf! ([ jhjibg

- [jhjij) 3& C tujlyz yf e kbwt & Pidthf nj; t, el tn gjulf&
(lj;Ikbdsq - lj;Ikbd))& 4& bynthtcysq xtkjdtr! bynthtcyj jy
ujdjhbn! (r fr jg - r fr)& 5& Bthf ,sk jj xtym &MDjv ujlej xtym

ktnj& (;fhrbq - ;fhr )& 6& Jeym. blen|j ;lb& Z yt k., k.

jetyybt lj;lb& (xfcnsq - xfcnj)&

Activity Eighteen - Aifidiiaaoaoia casaiea
Writing Translate the following into Russian.

1. She sings well. 2. Itis cold tod@y He speaks Russian well. 4. In England it is often cloudy
and rainy in the autumn. 5. Itis cold and frosty in Russia in the witéen snows. 6. The
weather is very changeable in Britain, and people never know what the weather will be like
tomorrow 7. | do not want to go anywhere tonight. & Néve been nowhere since summer

9. We have nowhere to live. 10. Last night they watched television untillatdiké Turkish

coffee. 12. It never snows in Central Asia. 13. Sometimes it is very hot in the south of Russia.
14. It was very windy yesterdehs. Today the weather is warm and sunny

THE VERB <SD FNM(I)-TOBE

This verb is used to denote frequency or repetition and is upuatigdedby a ‘frequency’ adverb (e.g. often,
rarely sometimes etc.); e.yb xfcnj ,sdf. nfV jcrdt - theyare oftenin Moscow

Sometimessdfnm can be translated into English as ‘to visit':

vs xfcnj ,sdfkb dynjg ctvmt - weoftenvisited this family
jy htlrj ,sdftn e yfc - heseldonvisits us
jyf ,sdfkf e yfc xfcnj - she usedo visit usoften
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Activity Nineteen - Adayoiaadaoia casaied
Writing  Translate the following into Russian.

1. Itis rarely cold in May2. Sometimes in the summer the temperature is above 30°C in Britaif
3. Usually it is not very windy in Indonesia, but occasionally there are hurricanes. 4. He seld@h
visits his parents. 5. Occasionally there are droughts in the south of Spagrai@ dften in §
London. 7. They used to visit us from time to time. @)

THE FUTURE TENSE OF THE VERB AUOU - TO BE

The future tense of the vegnm is as follows:

z, e (Iwillbe) vs, eltv (we will be)
ns, el tim (you will be)informal ds, el tnt (you will be)formal plural
iy#iyt#iyj, el tn (they will be) jyb, €le n(they will be)

Note: the future tense is generally used in Russian after the conjunmtiinandt ckb, while the present
tense is used in English after the corresponding conjunctibes andif; e.g.rjulf z .ele d Vjcrdt* z
,ele uj djhbnm gj-heccrb -whenl amin Moscow | will speak Russiahckb gjuj If ,el tn [jhjifz* vs

el tvuekznm d gfhrt -if the weatheis nice we will walk in the pa

Activity Twenty - A3aaodia cazaied
Wrting  Translate the following into English.

1& Pfdhf, el tn [jhjifz gju | If& 2& Dxthf ,sk j[ jkj lyj* fpfd nhf, el tn ntgk j& 3&
Rjulf z , e d Kjyliyt» z , de ujdjhbnm gj-fyu kbgcrb& 4& Tckb gjulf , el tn
j ;Ikbdfzb[ Jkj lyfzrvs, eltvlj virft ckb,eltncjkytxyj*vs, eltvdl thtdyt
yfIf xt& 5& RIfds, eltntdV jcrdt® regbnt vyt® gj ;f keqcnf heccrbt ufptns b

; ehyfks&

THE COMPARATIVE OF ADJECTIVES
Most Russian adjectives have two comparatives:

1) those formed withjkt t#vtyt t +long adjective; e.gkt tbyntht cysq ; ehyfk (a more interesting
magazine)ytytt rhfcbdfz ~ vfibyf  (the less beautifulcar). These are generally used attributively
(i.e. before the noun). The wordgt t#vtyt t are invariable, while the long adjective agrees with the
noun it qualifies in gendenumber and case:

m f n pl case
Jkt trhfcbdsq Jkt trhfcbdfz Jkt trhfcbdj t Jkt trhfcbdst ytn, jkt trhfcbds|
cfl vibyf gkfnmt ljvf ljvjd

2) those formed by removing the ending of a long adjective and adding the g#dingito the stem of the
adjective. These are used predicatively (i.e. after the verb ‘to be’):

a) the endingda(which is often shortened t&é in conversational Russian) is the regular ending
of the comparative of most adjectives; exficbd sq (beautiful)- rhfcbd tt (more beautiful).
Adjectives which have a stressedn the feminine short form have a stress#iin the
comparative; e.gyjdsq (yjd a) -— yjdit&Elsewhere, occasionally the stress is on the ending;
e.g.pljhjdsq (pljh  &df) - pljhjd  Gt)&

b) the endingais added when the stem of an adjective end&éror 6&In the comparative the
consonant&*é”6 change t@e"+"g respectively; e.djhj wié (expensive}ljn Teed (more
expensive);th rbqg (hot)- ;th xt (hotter),vzurbq (soft) -v8uxt (softer),ce[ 1€ (dry) -céit (drier).
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Comparatives irddor -aare invariable, i.e. they are used with nouns of any gecales or number; e.g.

ljv  rhfcbdtt the house is more beautiful
vfibyf  rhfcbdtt the car is more beautiful
gkfnmt rhfcbdtt the dress is more beautiful
ljvf  rhfcbdtt the houses are more beautiful

There are a number of adjectives with irregular comparatives. Here is a list of the most common ones:
i) those which end ingd %

J kmijq big ,0kmit bigger
viktymrbq small vaymit smaller
[jhjibg good kaxit better
cnfhsq old cnéahit older
njyrbq thin noynit thinner
j kubg long [6kmit longer

i) those which end in;t* -ot* -t %

vkj liq young vj kot younger

gkjl jqg bad [&;t worse

nd/hisq hard nd/h;t harder

ke, jrbq deep k3, ;t deeper

gjplybq late gop;t later (also gjplyut )
xfcnsq frequent xaot more frequent
ckflrbq sweet ckaot sweeter

ghjcnjq simple ghoot simpler

ibhjrbg wide ich t wider

dscjrbg tall dl it taller

Constructions with the comparative

1. when a comparison is made, the second part is introduced by the conjuhctighan), preceded
by a comma. Both parts of the comparison must be in the same case:
vjz ctenhf cnfhit ~ xtv z - my sister is older than me
eyt/ jkt tlkbyystdj kj cs”xtv evtyz -she haslonger hair than me
2. comparisons can also be expressed by#tive case without the conjunctiotiv
vjz ctenhf cnfhit ~ vtyz - my sister is older than me
t/ dj kj cslkbyyt tvjb[ - her hairislongerthan mine
3. in order to express a Bfence in age, price etc. the prepositibr+ Accusativeis used after the

comparison:
jyf enfhit vtyz yf gznm ktn- she is five years older than me
ynb uheib ljhj;t nt[ yf Idf he,kz - these pears are two roubles more expensive than those

4. ‘'much’ in combination with a comparative is expressedfoyjuj#ujhfplj %
jyf  yfvyjuj#ujhfpl] cnfhit vtyz - she is much older than me

5. constructions of the type ‘the bigger the better’ are expressatl I§&&" ntv &&&
xtv ,j kmit* ntv kexit - the bigger the better
xtv hfymit® ntv kexit - the earlier the better

6. constructions of the type ‘as ... as possible’ are expressddvpy;j + comparative
rfrv j;yj crihnt t - as soon as possible
rfr vj;yj hfymit - as early as possible

Activity Twenty-One - Adaaddoi iddaia caaaiea
Writing Form the comparatives from the following adjectives. The first one is done
for you.

yjdsq i ktt yj dsq yjdtt
[kj lysq
cdt;bq
vikj ljq
;fhrbqg
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nb[bq
ckflrbq
rhfcysq
n/gksq

@ Aetivity Twenty-Two - Aaaasadu &i51& caaaied
Writing Compare the objects and people in the pictures below and write down y
comparisons. The first one is done for you.

Gkfnmt ljhj ; t* xtv ,h.rb <h.rb| titd ktgkfnmz
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THE COMPARATIVE OF ADVERBS

The comparatives of adverbs-&#dare identical to the comparatives of the corresponding adjectives. Thus
the comparatives ahfcbdj® [ jhjij* ntgk j arerhfcbd tt~kexit " ntgktt (exactly the same as the
comparatives of the adjectivegcbdsg” [ jhjibg™ n/gksq)&

Adverbs with more than two syllables normally form the comparative \jitht#vtyt t; e.g.lj ;lkbdj -
Jkt t#vtyt t 1j ;lkbdj ( butlj ;lkbd tt is possible).

The comparative with jkt t#vtyt t is the norm for adverbs other than thoseiid e.g.lh e;t crb -
Jkt t#vtyt t Ih et crb (more/less friendly).

Comparative adverbs are used in these types of construction as comparative adjectives.
Some comparative adverbs have alternative forms:

J kmit#, jktt more
vtymit  /vitytt less
gip;t /gjplytt later
hfymit /hfytt earlier

These alternative forms thf stylistically The comparatives ima”~-asdare more neutral sounding, whereas
and those irddare more bookish.

Activity Twenty-Three - Adaaoi 08aoua casaied
Writing  Form the comparatives from the following adverbs.

1& cj kyt xyj
2& [jkj lyj
3& lj;Ikbdj
4& ;fthr |
5& ke, jr |
6& kjubxtcrb
7& Vyju j
8& [jhijij

THE SUPERLATIVE OF ADJECTIVES

Superlative adjectives are formed by puttifigsq before the long adjective; egfvsq rhfcbdsg  ljv
(the most beautiful house).

The wordcfvsq agrees with the adjective and noun in gendember and case:

m f n pl Genitive pl

cfvsq rhfcbdsq cfvfz rhfcbdfz cfvjt rhfcbdijt cfvstrhfcbdst | ytn cfvs[ rhfcbds|

liv Itdeirf gkfnmt ljvf ljvid

Note: cfvsq can also combine with the comparatikesibqg and[elibqg %
cfvst kexibt gj ;tk fybz (the very best wishesgfv jt [ it t" xj v jukj ckexbnmcz (the worst
thing that could happen).

Kexibg and[elibg ~cnfhibg andvkflibg can function as comparatives or as superlatives
depending on the context.

The superlative in 4égeé and -aégéé

1. certain adjectives can also form the superlative by adding the siéfix(plus the appropriate ending) to
the stem; e.grthfcbd sq - rhfcbd tgibg  (rhfcbd tqifz  » rhfcbdtqitt  ~ rhfcbdtgibt )&
2. the suffix-aég is added to stems endingdé”~6 which change tee"+"g respectively; e.qg.

cnhj abq strict cnhj &fqibg the strictest
vtkmébq small vt knxfqibq the smallest
nbdbq quiet nbg fqibg the quietest
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All these forms are characteristic of high style, although some of them are used in conversational Russian to
e.g. ,kb;fgibg vfufpby (the nearest shopihfnxfgifz  ljhjuf  (the shortest road).

Superlatives with yfb, jkt t#yfbv tyt t

The superlatives which are formed with the indeclinable wgftisjktt andyfbv tyt t + a long adjective
are characteristic of a bookish style; gftp, jkt t njxysq vtnjl (the most accurate methogibv tyt t
;tkf  ntkmysq ht pekmnfn (the least desirable result).

Chapter 14

Activity Twenty-Four - Adaacaou +40aaédia casaied
Writing  First fill in the gaps using the wooflvsq  in the appropriate form, then
translate the sentences into English.

1& B. km :fhrbg vtczw d ple &

2& Yfif exbnt kmybw dctulf j ndtxftn yf nkelyst djghj cs&
3& Vj z ctenhf hf, jnftnd cfhjg ,b, kbj ntrt ujhj If&

4& Jy ghbukfcbk nfywtdf nm rhfcled | tdeir e&

5& <fgr fk ke, jr j tjp thj H jc cbb&

Activity T wenty-Five - Adaaoaou ¢joia caaaied
Writing  Translate the following phrases into Russian.

the coldest day

the most interesting article
the nearest bus-stop

the eldest brother

the sharpest knife

the longest day

the deepest lake

the shortest distance

. the most beautiful bird

0. the most expensive cars

BOo~NooohrwbE

THE SUPERLATIVE OF ADVERBS

The superlative degree of an adverb is formed by:

1. addingdctuj (when compared with other actions, times, conditions and quatitiés] (when compared
with other peoplejpfter a comparative adverb4aor -4 e.g..,j kmit d ctuj jy k.,on k tnj (he likes
summer best)yf dsu kzl tk f kexit d ct[ (she looked better than anyone else). This type of superlative
adverb is characteristic of conversational Russian.

2. adding the wordgfb, jkt t or yfbv tyt t before an adverb; e.gfb, jkt t zhrj (most vividly),
yfbv tyt t nhelyj (least dificult). This type of superlative adverb is characteristic of bookish style.

Note that adverbs which end-#a#& can form the superlative of both types; éynthtcy j - bynthtey tt
dctuj#dct[ or yfb, jkt t#yfbv tyt t byntht cyj&

The adverbs which do not end ###48 can only form the superlative witfb, jkt t#yfbv tyt t; e.g.
Ih e;t crb - yfb, jkt t#yfbv tyt t lh e;t crb&

cnfnmz article hfccnjzybt distance
jenhsq sharp
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1&
2&
3&
4&
5&
6&
1&
8&
9&

10&bcrhtyyt
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O ~ O

Activity T wenty-Six - A3aaoa0u ganda casaied
Writing  Form the superlatives from the following adverbs. The first one is done for you.

ntgkj ntgk tt dctuj#dct| yfb, jkt t#yfbv tyt t ntgk |
lkj lyj
jgfey)

ke, jr |
kjubxtcrb
Lihjij

kil
ntjhtnbxtcrb
lihju |

Activity T wenty-Seven - Adaaoaoil fdaui 1a caszaied
Writing  Translate the following phrases into Russian.

best of all
to sing loudest (most loudly)
younger than anyone else
most dangerously

worst of all

to speak most quietly

the deepest of all

the most friendly
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