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CHAPTER NINETEEN   -   ÄÅÂßÒÍÀÄÖÀÒÀß ÃËÀÂÀ

PERSONAL INFORMATION   -   ËÈ×ÍÀß ÈÍÔÎÐÌÀÖÈß

In Chapter Nineteen you will learn how to do the following:
1. to talk about ages, weights and heights
2. to talk about people�s appearance
3. to talk about personality types

You will learn the following points of grammar:
1. expressions of approximation
2. the short forms of adjectives
3. nouns in apposition
4. the particle ëè

Activity One   -   Ïåðâîå çàäàíèå
Writing Look at the following pictures and write down the approximate age of the

people illustrated. Use the model below as a guide.
Jkmut ktn ldflwfnm (reversed word order)
Olga is about twenty.
Jkmut jrjkj ldflwfnb ktn (jrjkj + gen)

Ïîëèíà Fhrflbq Cth/;f Kblbz Vfrcbv
Gtnhjdbx Bdfyjdyf

Activity Two   -   Âòîðîå çàäàíèå
Reading Read the following dialogue in pairs and indicate with a tick in the table

after the dialogue the age of each person mentioned in the conversation. The first one is done
for you. Use the vocabulary list at the foot of the next page to help you.
F - Rfr ns levftim^ crjkmrj ktn Vfhbb Gtnhjdyt$
< - Z levf.^ xnj tq ujlf nhblwfnm nhb&
F - Z nj;t nfr levfkf^ yj ytlfdyj z epyfkf^ xnj tq e;t pf cjhjr& T/ csye Cfit e;t

jrjkj gznyflwfnb ktn&
< - Yte;tkb$ Jyf nfr [jhjij dsukzlbn&
F - Lf^ jyf dsukzlbn vjkj;t cdjb[ ktn^ f djn t/ ctcnhf Cdtnkfyf dsukzlbn cnfhit

cdjtuj djphfcnf& Crjkmrj ktn ns tq lfim$
< - Z ,s lfkf tq ktn ldflwfnm itcnm^ yj hfp ns ujdjhbim^ xnj jyf dsukzlbn cnfhit

cdjb[ ktn^ nj^ vj;tn ,snm^ tq jrjkj ldflwfnb xtnsh/[ ktn&
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F - Ytn^ tq njkmrj ldflwfnm ktn&
< - F ns pyftim^ crjkmrj ktn b[ jnwê  Dbrnjhe Bdfyjdbxe$
F - Z ,s lfkf tve ktn itcnmltczn gznm^ yj^ ujdjhzn^ xnj tve e;t ctvmltczn c xtv-nj&
< - Lf^ tve ytlfdyj bcgjkybkjcm ctvmltczn ctvm ktn& Jy ghtrhfcyj dsukzlbn lkz

cdjtuj djphfcnf&

name  about 15  about   77 about  over 40  about 24  20 about 65  over 70
 26 33

Maria                     ü
Petrovna
Sasha
Svetlana
Victor
Ivanovich

Activity Three   -   Òðåòüå çàäàíèå
Speaking Pairwork. Discuss with your partner the age of each person illustrated in

Activity One, using the dialogue from Activity Two as a guide. Reverse roles after each
picture.

Activity Four   -   ×åòâ¸ðòîå çàäàíèå
Listening Listen to the recording in which six people describe their relatives. Fill in

the table below with the appropriate information. Some of the answers are given for you.
Use the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you.

k.lb djphfcn hjcn d t c ukfpf djkjcs

ve; Vfhbys ujke,st
csy Jkmub 4.5 rbkj hecst
;tyf Bdfyf ptk/yst
jntw Nfyb 60 ctlst
vfnm Nfyb
ltleirf Cdtns kbcsq
,f,eirf <jhb

epyfdfnm (epyf.^ to recognize djkjcs hair dscjrbq tall, high
epyf/im) / epyfnm (I) [eljofdsq / [eljq thin, lean rf,ker heel
pf cjhjr over 40 ,h.ytn(rf) dark-haired person c nheljv with difficulty
dsukzltnm (imp) (ds- to look rehyjcsq snub-nosed (gj-)cnfhtnm to grow old
ukz;ê  dsukzlbim) [fhfrnth personality (cnfht.^ -tim)
vjkj;t cdjb[ ktn younger than dtcbnm (II) (imp) to weigh ctljq grey (hair)

one�s years &&& c gjkjdbyjq ... and a half gjkysq stout
djphfcn age rfhbq brown (eyes) kscsq bald
z ,s lfk(f) (+ dat) I would put ... at vzurbq soft ujh,bnmcz (II) to stoop
ctvmltczn c xtv-nj over 70 hecsq light-brown (hair) gj-ght;ytve as before
tve bcgjkybkjcm &&& he�s just turned ... yf cdtnt in the world (gj-)gjkytnm to grow stout
lkz cdjtuj djphfcnf for one�s age cnhjqysq well-proportioned (gjkyt.^ -tim)
hjcn height chtlytuj  djphfcnf (of) average height cthsq grey (eyes)
âåñ weight ghb,kbpbntkmyj approximately n/vysq dark
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Activity Five   -   Ïÿòîå çàäàíèå
Writing/Listening   Look at the chart below and complete it by converting the

information into the metric system, using the table after the chart to help you. Then write the
information for each person in Russian. The first one is done for you. Finally, listen to the tape
to check your answers.

name height weight hjcn dtc

John 6 ft 3 ins 14 st 2 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Mary 5 ft 5 ins 9 st &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Mike 5 ft 8 ins 10 st 5 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Helen 5 ft 7 ins 9 st 7 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Karen 5 ft 4 ins 8 st 7 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Anna 4 ft11 ins 6 st 10 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

Robert 5 ft 10 ins 12 st 7 lbs &&& v   &&& cv &&& ru

1 in = 2.5 cm
12 ins = 1 ft (30 cm)
1 lb = 450 gm
2.2 lbs = 1 kg
1 st = 14 lbs (6.4 kg)

1& Hjcn L;jyf ghb,kbpbntkmyj 1 vtnh 88 cfynbvtnhjd^ jy dtcbn 90

rbkjuhfvvjd&

2& Hjcn Vthb  _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3& Hjcn Vfqrf  ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

4& Hjcn {tkty  _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

5& Hjcn Fyys  _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

6& Hjcn Hj,thnf  _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Activity Six   -    Øåñòîå çàäàíèå
Reading/Speaking Read the Body Statistics Report completed for Anna at the Sports

Centre. Answer the questions after the report in Russian, using the vocabulary at the foot of
the following page to help you.

Bodystat

GHFDLF J CJCNFDT DFITUJ NTKF
JNX?N

Èìÿ% Fyyf <thybrjdf

Ñïîðòöåíòð% «<îlhjcnm», Vjcrdf

Âîçðàñò% 25 Ðîñò% 1v 75cv Äàòà% 12&10&02

Ðåçóëüòàòû%

Äàííûå òåñòà Ðåêîìåíäóåìûå äàííûå

;bh = 17&5% 21 - 27%
dtc ;bhf = 10&5 ru 14 - 18 ru
dtc rjcntq b vsiw = 49&5 ru 47 - 51 ru
j,obq dtc ntkf = 60 ru 63 - 68 ru
djlf = 59&5% 50 - 60%
j,]/v djls d ntkt = 35&7 k (=kbnhjd) 30 - 36 k
ehjdtym abpbxtcrjq frnbdyjcnb% íèçêèé, íbprbq/chtlybq,

chtlybq, ñðåäíèé/âûñîêèé,
î÷åíü âûñîêèé

Rjvvtynfhbb rjycekmnfynf% ds yf[jlbntcm d [jhjitq abpbxtcrjq ajhvt^ yj dfi dtc
ytvyjuj yb;t yjhvs^ dfv ,jkmit yt cktletn nthznm dtc^ gjllth;bdfqnt tuj yf 'njv
ehjdyt bkb gjghfdmntcm yf 3 ru&

1& Ult b rjulf ghj[jlbkf ntcn Fyyf <thybrjdf$
2& Crjkmrj tq ktn$
3& Rfrjq e yt/ hjcn$
4& Crjkmrj jyf dtcbn$
5& Crjkmrj dtczn t/ rjcnb b vsiws$
6& Crjkmrj ghjwtynjd jn t/ j,otuj dtcf cjcnfdkztn ;bh$
7& Cjjndtncndetn kb 'nj yjhvt$
8& Vyjuj kb jyf pfybvftncz cgjhnjv$
9& Xnj tq yt cktletn ,jkmit ltkfnm$
10& Rfrbt ldf cjdtnf lf/n tq rjycekmnfyn$
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Activity Seven   -    Ñåäüìîå çàäàíèå
Listening Look at the picture and then listen to the tape. You are going to hear one

of the people in the picture speaking. Try to identify who is speaking after the first listening.
Listen again and identify the other people, filling in the appropriate information in English in
the table below the picture.

name age height eyes hair looks like
mother/father

Inna
Andrei
Katya
Nikita

cjcnfd composition (+ dat) yt cktletn one ought not (to)
ntkj body (gj-)nthznm (I) to lose
jnx/n report gjllth;bdfnm (I) / gjllth;fnm (II) to maintain
,jlhjcnm (f) good spirits gjghfdkznmcz (I) / gjghfdbnmcz (II) to put on weight
lfyyst data cjjòâåòñòâîâàòü (III) (imp)  (+ dat) to correspond (to)
htrjvtyletvsq recommended ghj[jlbnm (II) (imp) to take place
;bh fat cjcnfdkznm (I)  / cjcnfdbnm (II) to comprise
rjcnm (f) bone gjkyst ue,s full lips
vsiwf muscle eprbt ue,s thin lips
j,obq general áhjdm (f) / ,hjdb eyebrow(s)
j,]/v volume htcybwf / htcybws eyelash(es)
ehjdtym (m) level eyfcktljdfnm (III) (pf) to inherit
ybprbq low, short gfhtym (m) boy(friend)
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Activity Eight   -    Âîñüìîå çàäàíèå
Speaking/Listening/Writing Answer the questions in Russian using the information

from the table in Activity Seven. Then listen to the tape again and complete the sentences
which follow the questions. You should provide two pieces of information missing from the
table about each person in the picture.
1& Crjkmrj ktn Byyt b Fylht.$
2& Crjkmrj ktn b[ ctcnht Rfnt$
3& Rfrjuj jyb hjcnf$
4& Rfrjuj wdtnf ukfpf Ybrbns$
5& Rfrjuj jy hjcnf$
6& Yf rjuj jy gj[j;$
7& Yf rjuj gj[j;f Rfnz$
8& Rfrbt xthns jyf eyfcktljdfkf jn hjlbntktq$
9& Rfrbt djkjcs e Byys$
10& Yf rjuj jyf gj[j;f$
11& Crjkmrj ktn Ybrbnt$
12& Xnj jy k.,bn yjcbnm$

Missing Information
1. E Byys a) ___________________________________________________

b) ___________________________________________________

2. E Fylhtz a) ___________________________________________________
b) ___________________________________________________

3. E Rfnb a) ___________________________________________________
b) ___________________________________________________

4. E Ybrbns a) ___________________________________________________
b) ___________________________________________________

Activity Nine   -    Låâÿòîå çàäàíèå
Reading Read the following story and answer the questions in Russian.

Ltl^ ,f,f b Fk/if (>& Rjdfkm)

Cgjhzn ltl lf* ,f,f^ yf rjuj gj[j; b[ dyer& <f,f ujdjhbn%
- Fk/if yf vtyz gj[j;& Nfrjq ;t evysq b nheljk.,bdsq&
Fk/if ujdjhbn%
- Dthyj^ dthyj^ z dtcm d ,f,e&
Ltl ujdjhbn%
- F gj-vjtvê  Fk/if yf vtyz gj[j;& E ytuj nfrbt ;t ukfpf - rhfcbdst^ ujke,st&
B ,jhjlf ,jkmifz dshfcntn^ rjulf Fk/if b cfv dshfcntn&
Fk/it pf[jntkjcm^ xnj,s e ytuj dshjckf nfrfz ;t ,jhjlf^ b jy ujdjhbn%

* lf= b
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- Dthyj^ dthyj^ z ,jkmit yf ltlf gj[j;&
<f,f ujdjhbn%
- Rfrfz ,jhjlf dshfcntn^ to/ ytbpdtcnyj& Yj Fk/if yf vtyz gj[j;& Jy nfr ;t^
rfr b z^ k.,bn xfq c v/ljv& F djn b xfq ujnjd& Ctqxfc gjcvjnhbv^ yf rjuj ,jkmit
gj[j; Fk/if&
Fk/if gjlevfk ytvyjuj b ujdjhbn%
- Dthyj^ dthyj^ z dtcm d ,f,e&
F ltl ujdjhbn%
- Xfq c v/ljv - ýnj to/ yt dc/& Djn Fk/if k.,bn^ rfr z^ gj ktce uekznm&
Fk/if gjlevfk-gjlevfk b ujdjhbn%
- Djn elbdbntkmyj! Z gjklyz yf ,f,e gj[j;^ f gjklyz - yf nt,z& Djn ctqxfc xfq
gjgm. b chfpe ;t yf nt,z gj[j; ,ele&

1& Gjxtve vfkmxbr [jxtn ,snm gj[j;bv nj yf ,f,eirê  nj yf ltleire$

2& Xnj hfccrfpfk j ct,t ltleirf$

3& Xnj hfccrfpfkf j ct,t ,f,eirf$

4& Rfrbt xthns Fk/if eyfcktljdfk jn ltleirb$

5& Rfrbt xthns Fk/if eyfcktljdfk jn ,f,eirb$

Activity Ten   -    Äåñÿòîå çàäàíèå
Speaking Pairwork. Ask your partner about any resemblances in his/her family, then

swap roles. Use the questions in the box below as a guide.

Note: Russians often ask from whom various physical and mental characteristics might have been
inherited. The following are some of the most common questions:

Yf rjuj ns gj[j;(f)$ - Who do you take after?
Yf rjuj gj[j;f ndjz ctcnhf^ - Does your sister take after your mother or
yf vfve bkb yf gfge$ your father?
E nt,z ukfpf rfr e vfvs bkb rfr e gfgs$ - Do you have your mother�s or father�s eyes?
F yf rjuj gj[j; ndjq jntw^ yf ltleire - Does your father take after your grandfather
bkb yf ,f,eire$ or grandmother?
D rjuj e nt,z nfrjq dscjrbq hjcn$ - From whom do your get your height?
Yf rjuj ns gj[j;(f) [fhfrnthjv$ - From whom does your personality come?
D rjuj ns nfrjq vepsrfkmysq$ - From whom do you get your musical ability?
Ns cjdctv yt gj[j;(f) yf cdjb[ - You don�t look like your parents at all; do
hjlbntktq^ ns^ yfdthyjt d ltleire you take after your grandparents?
c ,f,eirjq$

evysq clever, bright (+ dat) pf[jntkjcm ... wanted
nheljk.,bdsq hard-working ytbpdtcnyj it is uncertain
dthyj that�s right jy nfr ;t^ rfr b z^ &&& he, like me, ...
z dtcm d ,f,e I am like my granny (jy) gjlevfk(-gjlevfk) (he) thought a little
,jhjlf beard elbdbntkmyj it is amazing
(ds-)hfcnb (hfcnê  hfcn/im) to grow (up) xthnf feature
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Activity Eleven   -    Îäèííàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Reading/Writing   You are going on a business trip to Russia. Write to a person you

don�t know, asking him/her to meet you at the airport. Give a description of yourself in the
letter. Read the letter below as a guide.
U-ye Bdfyjde Kjyljy
Vjcrdf 30 vfhnf 2003 u&
Cfljdjt rjkmwj^ 12

Edf;ftvsq ujcgjlby Bdfyjd!

Cjj,of. Dfv^ xnj z ghb,sdf. d Vjcrde 5-uj fghtkz& Vjq cfvjk/n ghbktnftn d
fýhjgjhn Ithtvtnmtdj - 2 htqcjv SU524 d 12&05& Gjcrjkmre ýnj vjq gthdsq dbpbn
d Vjcrdê  z ,skf ,s jxtym ghbpyfntkmyf^ tckb ,s Ds cvjukb vtyz dcnhtnbnm&
R cj;fktyb.^ e vtyz ytn gjl[jlzotq ajnjuhfabb^ yj Ds cvj;tnt epyfnm vtyz
gj cktle.otve jgbcfyb.% vyt 29 ktn^ z chtlytuj hjcnf^ e vtyz rjhjnrbt n/vyst
djkjcs b ujke,st ukfpf& Z ,ele jltnf d x/hysq rjcn.v c ujke,jq ,keprjq b
cthsq gkfo&
Pfhfytt Dfv ,kfujlfhyf^ lj crjhjq dcnhtxb&

C edf;tybtv^
Vthb Cvbn

Activity Twelve   -   Ldtyflwfnjt pflfybt

Speaking/Reading Pairwork. Look at your partner and ask him or her questions
about your appearance. Then reverse the roles. Use the following dialogue as a guide.
F - Rfr ns levftim^ crjkmrj vyt ktn$

< - Gj-vjtvê  nt,t ktn 20&

F - Lf^ vyt 20 ktn^ f rfrjq e vtyz hjcn$

< - Ns ljdjkmyj dscjrjuj hjcnf&

F - Rfrjuj wdtnf vjb ukfpf$

< - E nt,z cthst ukfpf&

F - F rfrbt e vtyz djkjcs$

< - Ns ,kjylbyrf c lkbyysvb ghzvsvb djkjcfvb&

F - Dj xnj z jltnf$

< - Ns jltnf d ujke,st l;bycs b cthsq cdbnth&

F - F dj xnj z j,enf$

< - Ns j,enf d x/hyst neakb&

edf;ftvsq dear cktle.obq following
cjj,ofnm (I) / cjj,obnm (II) to inform jgbcfybt description
ghb,sdfnm (I) (imp) d (+ acc) to arrive (in) z ,ele jltn(f) d (+ acc) I will be wearing
gjcrjkmre as ,keprf blouse
dbpbn visit gkfo raincoat
z ,skf ,s ghbpyfntkmyf^ I would be grateful pfhfytt dfv ,kfujlfhyf thank you in advance
tckb ,s ds cvjukb if you could lj crjhjq dcnhtxb see you soon
gjl[jlzobq suitable z j,en(f) d (+ acc) I am wearing (on my feet)
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Activity Thirteen   -    Òðèíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Speaking Pairwork. Look at the pictures. The four people are: a singer, a painter,

an actress and a politician. Discuss who is who. Use the dialogues below as a guide.

I. F - Z levf.^ xnj xtkjdtr yf gthdjq rfhnbyrt - gjkbnbr&
< - Z c nj,jq yt cjukfcty/yt cjukfcyf& Jy ,jkmit gj[j; yf [elj;ybrf&

II. F - Vyt rf;tncz^ xnj ;tyobyf yf dnjhjq rfhnbyrt - frnhbcf&
< - Z nj;t nfr levf.^ jyf dsukzlbn rfr frnhbcf&

Activity Fourteen  -    ×åòûðíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Reading/Writing/Listening Read the description of two sisters� personalities and fill

in the gaps using the appropriate words from the box below. Listen to the tape to check your
answers. Use the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you.

x/hcndsq cgjrjqysq pfvryensq ýythubxysq jnrhsnsq jnpsdxbdsq cthm/pysq

(hard) (calm) (reserved) (energetic) (open) (ready to help) (serious)

Íàøè õàðàêòåðû

Vs c ctcnhjq jxtym gj[j;b dytiyt^ yj e yfc cjdthityyj hfpyst [fhfrnths&
Z jxtym ______________ xtkjdtr^ vj;yj lf;t crfpfnm aktuvfnbxysq^ f ctcnhf
- ______________ xtkjdtr^ jyf dctulf xnj-nj ltkftn^ yt gjcblbn cgjrjqyj yb
vbyens& Z jxtym ______________ xtkjdtr^ yt k.,k. gjrfpsdfnm cdjb xedcndf
lheubv^ f e ctcnhs ______________ [fhfrnth^ rfr ujdjhbncz^ xnj d leit^ nj b
yf kbwt& Jyf jxtym ______________ xtkjdtr^ dctulf dctv gjvjuftn^ z ;t yt
k.,k. dvtibdfnmcz d xe;bt ltkf^ yfdthyjt^ gjýnjve vtyz cxbnf.n
______________ xtkjdtrjv& Yj d jlyjv vs c ctcnhjq jxtym gj[j;b% vs
______________ b jndtncndtyyst k.lb^ dctulf ljdjlbv yfxfnjt ltkj lj rjywf&

vs dytiyt gj[j;b we look alike xnj d leit^ nj b what one feels inside is also
cjdthityyj completely yf kbwt (written) on one�s face
hfpysq different dvtibdfnmcz (I) / to interfere in
aktuvfnbxysq phlegmatic dvtifnmcz (I) d (+ acc)
gjcbltnm (pf) (gjcb;e^ to sit (for a while) xe;bt ltkf other people�s business
gjcblbim) jndtncndtyysq responsible
yb vbyens not for a minute ljdjlbnm (II) / ljdtcnb to complete something that
rfr ujdjhbncz as the saying goes (ljdtle^ ljdtl/im) has been started, see some-
xedcndj feeling yfxfnjt ltkj lj rjywf thing through to the end
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Activity Fifteen   -    Ïÿòíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Reading/Writing/Listening Look at the adjectives in the box below. Do you know

with which sign of the zodiac any of them are associated? Write them in the table as
illustrated in the example. Then listen to the tape to check your answers and complete the
table.* Add to the table any other adjectives which are associated with the signs but not
included in the box. Use the vocabulary list at the foot of the page to help you.

* Some of the adjectives on the tape are used in the short form; e.g. dcgskmxbd (hot-tempered). To produce
the masculine short form, simply remove the masculine ending from the long form. To produce the feminine,
neuter and plural short forms, remove the final vowel from the ending.

Gender Long form Short form
Masculine dcgskmxbd - sq dcgskmxbd
Feminine dcgskmxbd - fz dcgskmxbd - f
Neuter dcgskmxbd - jt dcgskmxbd - j
Plural dcgskmxbd - st dcgskmxbd - s

Pyfr Pjlbfrf Xthns [fhfrnthf

Jdty (21 vfhnf - 20 fghtkz) dcgskmxbdsq^

Ntktw (21 fghtkz - 21 vfz)

<kbpytws (22 vfz - 21 b.yz)

Hfr (22 b.yz - 22 b.kz)

Ktd (23 b.kz - 23 fduecnf)

Ltdf (24 fduecnf - 23 ctynz,hz)

Dtcs (24 ctynz,hz - 3 jrnz,hz)

Crjhgbjy (24 jrnz,hz - 22 yjz,hz)

Cnhtktw (23 yjz,hz - 21 ltrf,hz)

Rjpthju (22 ltrf,hz - 20 zydfhz)

Djljktq (21 zydfhz - 19 atdhfkz)

Hs,s (20 atdhfkz - 20 vfhnf)

Jdty Aries ytpfdbcbvsq independent
Ntktw Taurus yf[jlxbdsq resourceful
<kbpytws Gemini j,obntkmysq sociable
Hfr Cancer ytecblxbdsq restless
Ktd Leo ljvjdbnsq thrifty
Ltdf Virgo edf;bntkmysq respectful
Dtcs Libra dpscrfntkmysq perfectionist
Crjhgbjy Scorpio vepsrfkmysq musical
Cnhtktw Sagittarius fhnbcnbxysq artistic
Rjpthju Capricorn djktdjq strong-willed
Djljktq Aquarius pyf.obq learned
Hs,s Pisces ,tcgjrjqysq turbulent
nbgbxysq typical jhufybpjdfyysq (well) organized
ytnthgtkbdsq impatient bccktljdfntkmcrfz hf,jnf research work
xedcndbntkmysq sensitive k.,zobq loving
crkjyysq r (+ dat) inclined to

373

k.,jpyfntkmysq (curious)^ nheljk.,bdsq (hardworking)^ dcgskmxbdsq (fiery)^ cnhfcnysq
(passionate)^ xtcnjk.,bdsq (ambitious), nthgbvsq (tolerant)^ wtktecnhtvk/yysq (purposeful)^
pf,jnkbdsq (caring)^ lbgkjvfnbxysq (diplomatic)^ edthtyysq (confident),  ehfdyjdtityysq
(well balanced), ghjybwfntkmysq (perceptive), ytnthgtkbdsq (impatient)
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Activity Sixteen   -   Øåñòíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Speaking Work in small groups. Find out your partners� star signs and whether

their personalities conform to their star signs. Use the following model as a guide.
- Rjulf ns hjlbkcz/hjlbkfcm$
- Z hjlbkcz/hjlbkfcm ldflwfnm gznjuj b.yz&
-  Pyfxbn ndjq pyfr Pjlbfrf - Hfr$
- Lf^ Hfr&
- Rfr ns levftim^ ndjq [fhfrnth nbgbxty lkz Hfrjd$
- B lf^ b ytn& Yfghbvth^ z cxbnf.^ xnj z pf,jnkbdsq b xedcndbntkmysq xtkjdtr&
  (Ýnb xthns [fhfrnthys lkz vjtuj pyfrf^ yj z yt jxtym ltkjdbn(f)&)
- F rfrbt xthns cdjtuj [fhfrnthf ns cxbnftim ytnbgbxysvb lkz ndjtuj pyfrf
   Pjlbfrf$
- Z jxtym ytecblxbd(f)^ f ýnf xthnf ljk;yf ,snm nbgbxyf lkz <kbpytwjd^ f yt lkz
   Hfrjd&

Activity Seventeen   -   Ñåìíàäöàòîåå çàäàíèå
Reading Read the text below and fill in the quiz (djghjcybr) on the next page.

Use the vocabulary list following Activity Eighteen.
Åäèíñòâåííûé ïðàâèëüíûé çíàê Çîäèàêà

Gj[j;t^ xnj yfib fcnhjkjubxtcrbt pyfrb bpvtybkbcm& Yb jlby cjdhtvtyysq Crjhgbjy
bkb Ktd yt hjlbkcz njulf^ rjulf cjkywt yf[jlbkjcm d pjyt pyfrf Crjhgbjyf bkb Kmdf&
Rfr endth;lf.n fcnhjyjvs^ ltkj d njv^ xnj cjkywt d yfib lyb e;fcyj jgfplsdftn^ f
ýnj pyfxbn^ xnj vs hjlbkbcm gjl lheubv pyfrjv& Jyb lf;t dsltkz.n yjdsq pyfr^
Jab.rec (Ytceobq pvbz)*^ rjnjhsq zdkztncz pyfrjv ndjhxtcndf b bynthtcf r le[jdyjq
;bpyb& Jlyfrj^ yjdst pd/pls yt pfvtyz.n cj,jq cnfhst& Yfib yjdst pyfrb kbim
erfpsdf.n yf cfvst ndjhxtcrbt xthns yfituj [fhfrnthf b jndtxf.n  yt yf djghjc
«Rnj z$», f yf djghjc «R xtve z cnhtvk.cm$». Gj lfyyjq yb;t nf,kbwt ds cvj;tnt
yfqnb cdjq yjdsq pyfr Pjlbfrf& F djghjcybr gjvj;tn dfv jghtltkbnm^ yfcrjkmrj
cbkmyj dkbzybt dfituj yjdjuj pyfrf&

* Commas are used to mark off words and phrases which stand in apposition to the noun which is the subject or object
of the sentence; e.g. Jyb lf;t dsltkz.n yjdsq pyfr^ Jab.rec (Ytceobq pvbz). Here the noun Jab.rec

is in apposition to pyfr and adds further information about it. For more details see the Grammar section.

Pyfr Pjlbfrf Ltym hj;ltybz

Jdty 19 fghtkz - 13 vfz

Ntktw 14 vfz - 22 b.yz

<kbpytws 23 b.yz - 21 b.kz

Hfr 22 b.kz - 10 fduecnf

Ktd 11 fduecnf - 16 ctynz,hz

Ltdf 17 ctynz,hz - 31 jrnz,hz

Dtcs 1 yjz,hz - 23 yjz,hz

Crjhgbjy 24 yjz,hz - 29 yjz,hz

Jab.rec 30 yjz,hz - 17 ltrf,hz

Cnhtktw 18 ltrf,hz - 19 zydfhz

Rjpthju 20 zydfhz - 17 atdhfkz

Djljktq 18 atdhfkz - 12 vfhnf

Hs,s 13 vfhnf - 18 fghtkz
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Djghjcybr - Dkbztn kb yf Dfc yjdsq pyfr $

¬ Xnj ds cvjnhbnt gj ND$ ° Xnj ds cxbnftnt yfb,jktt

pf[dfnsdf.obv pfyznbtv$

F Vskmyst jgths F Ghs;rb d djle c ,jkmijq dscjns
< Abkmvs j ghbhjlt < Gjwtkeb k.,bvjuj xtkjdtrf

D Lbcreccbb D Exfcnbt d fdnjujyrt
U Xfn-ije U <hjcfybt gjvbljhjd d gjkbnbrjd
L <fktn L Exfcnbt d ltvjycnhfwbb

­ Rfrjd dfi bltfkmysq ljv$ ± Rfrjdf dfif pfdtnyfz wtkm$

F Gkfdexbq ljv bkb fdnjghbwtg F Dtcnb bynthtcysq j,hfp ;bpyb
< Rdfhnbhf d wtynht ujhjlf < Bvtnm ecgtiye. rfhmthe
D :bkrjveyyf c lhepmzvb D Pfybvfnmcz xtv-nj gjktpysv
U Cnfhsq ljvbr d nb[jq lthtdyt U Dc/ dhtvz exbnmcz xtve-nj yjdjve
L Ljv ytj,sxyjq fh[bntrnehs L Bvtnm ,jkmie. dkfcnm

® Rfre. bp cktle.ob[ ghjatcbbq ds ² Jn xtuj d ;bpyb ds ,s vjukb ghb

,s ds,hfkb$ ytj,[jlbvjcnb jnrfpfnmcz$

F <bpytc vtytl;th F Lhepmz
< Vtlctcnhf/vtl,hfn < Hf,jnf
D Kbnthfnehysq rhbnbr D Vepsrf
U Lbhtrnjh rfhnbyyjq ufkthtb U Htkbubz
L Crekmgnjh L Nt[ybxtcrbt chtlcndf

¯ Rfrjt rfxtcndj yfb,jktt df;yj lkz ³ Xnj ,s hfccthlbkj dfc ,jkmit

dfc$ dctuj d gfhny/ht$

F J,fzybt F Ytdsgjkytyyjt j,tofybt lheuf
< Gjllth;rf < Edjkmytybt c hf,jns

D Cghfdtlkbdjcnm D Ytdsgjkytyyst j,tofybz gjkbnbrjd
U Byntkktrnefkmyst cgjcj,yjcnb U <jktpym lheuf
L Ghbdktrfntkmyfz dytiyjcnm L Rnj-nj^ xbnf.obq dfib gbcmvf

,tp cghjcf

Gjlcx/n jxrjd (Total points) - Dkbzybt Jab.recf yf dfc (The influence of Ophiucus on you)
1. F=2  <=1  D=0  U=1  L=1 2. F=1  <=2  D=1  U=0  L=1 3. F=2  <=0  D=0  U=2  L=1
4. F=0  <=2  D=2  U=1  L=1 5. F=0  <=1  D=1  U=2  L=1 6. F=2  <=0  D=1  U=0  L=1
7. F=0  <=2  D=1  U=2  L=1 8. F=1  <=0  D=2  U=2  L=1

Tckb ds yf,hfkb jn 0 lj 6 jxrjd%

Ds ghbyflkt;bnt r cnfhjq cbcntvt Pjlbfrf& Ds yt k.,bnt hbcrjdfnm b ghtlgjxbnftnt blnb gj
;bpyb pyfrjvjq ljhjujq& Yjdsq pyfr yt jrfpsdftn yf dfc ceotcndtyyjuj dkbzybz&

Tckb ds yf,hfkb jn 7 lj 11 jxrjd%

Ds yf[jlbntcm yf gthtrh/cnrt cnfhjuj b yjdjuj& Yjdsq pyfr jrfpsdftn yf dfc chfdybntkmyj
cbkmyjt dkbzybt^ d htpekmnfnt xtuj ds cnfhftntcm ghbvbhbnm hfpyst xthns cdjtuj [fhfrnthf&

Tckb ds yf,hfkb jn 12 lj 16 jxrjd%

Yjdsq pyfr jrfpsdftn yf dfc jxtym cbkmyjt dkbzybt& Vyjubt xthns dfituj cnfhjuj pyfrf
ntgthm elbdkz.n dfc& Ds cnhtvbntcm r yjdsv djpvj;yjcnzv b r yjdjve ,eleotvê  byjulf hbcrez
cdjtq ,tpjgfcyjcnm.&

Crjkmrj e dfc jndtnjd L$

Dscjrjt xbckj jndtnjd L erfpsdtn yf cbkmyjt dkbzybt Jab.recf& Xtv yb;t ýnj xbckj^ ntv
vtymit tuj dkbzybt&
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Activity Eighteen   -   Âîñåìíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Speaking/Writing Groupwork. Interview people in your group and fill in the table

below as in the example.

Bvz/ltym Cnfhsq pyfr/xthns Yjdsq pyfr/xthns
hj;ltybz [fhfrnthf [fhfrnthf
Fyyf/12 vfz Ntktw - Jdty - dcgskmxbdsq^

wtktecnhtvk/yysq^ ytnthgtkbdsq^
yf[jlxbdsq^ ytpfdbcbvsq
ghjybwfntkmysq

ltkjdbnsq efficient gjwtkeq kiss
ytecblxbdsq not persevering fdnjujyrf car race
gj[j;t^ xnj it seems that ,hjcfybt throwing
rfr endth;lf.n as the astronomers pfdtnyfz wtkm (f) outstanding ambition
fcnhjyjvs claim dkfcnm (f) power
dsltkznm (I) / dsltkbnm (II) to assign ghb ytj,[jlbvjcnb in case of necessity
ytceobq pvbz serpent -bearer jrfpsdfnmcz  (I) / to turn out to be

(Biblical) jrfpfnmcz (jrf;ecm^
ndjhxtcndj creativity jrf;timcz)
le[jdyfz ;bpym spiritual life nt[ybxtcrbt chtlcndf technology
pdtplf / pd/pls star(s) ytdsgjkytyysq unfulfilled
pfvtyznm (I) / pfvtybnm (II) to replace j,tofybt promise
(cj,jq) (oneself) edjkmytybt c hf,jns dismissal from work,
erfpsdfnm (I) / erfpfnm to indicate redundancy
(erf;ê  erf;tim) ,tp cghjcf without permission
cnhtvbnmcz (imp) (cnhtvk.cm / to strive for, yf,bhfnm (I) / yf,hfnm to pick up points
cnhtvbimcz) r (+ dat) aim for (yf,thê  yf,th/im) jxrb
gj lfyyjq yb;t nf,kbwt according to the ghbyflkt;fnm (ghbyflkt;ê to belong to

table below ghbyflkt;bim) (imp only)
jghtltkznm (I) / jghtltkbnm to determine r (+ dat)
(II) jrfpsdfnm (I) jrfpfnm to exert an influence on
yfcrjkmrj cbkmyj how strong (jrf;ê  jrf;tim) dkbzybt
gkfdexbq ljv houseboat yf (+ acc)
(;bkjq) fdnjghbwtg caravan hbcrjdfnm (III) (imp) (+ instr) to risk (s.th.)
;bkrjvveyf commune ceotcndtyysq vital, important
ds,bhfnm (I) / ds,hfnm to choose gthtrh/cnjr crossroads
(ds,thê  ds,th/im) chfdybntkmyj comparatively
j,fzybt charm (gj-)cnfhfnmcz (I) to try
gjllth;rf support(iveness) ghbvbhznm (I) / to reconcile
cghfdtlkbdjcnm (f) fairness ghbvbhbnm (II)
byntkktrnefkmysq intellectual elbdkznm (I) / elbdbnm to surprise
cgjcj,yjcnb abilities (elbdk.^ elbdbim)
ghbdktrfntkmysq attractive ,tpjgfcyjcnm (f) safety
dytiyjcnm (f) appearance xtv yb;t &&&^ ntv the lower �, the
pf[dfnsdf.obq exciting vtymit &&& less �
c ,jkmijq dscjns from a great height
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Activity Nineteen   -   Äåâÿòíàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Speaking Pairwork. Find out your partner �s opinion of the results of the analysis

of his/her personality from the interview in Activity Eighteen, using the model below.
- Fyyf^ ns cjukfcyf cj cdjtq [fhfrnthbcnbrjq gj yjdjve pyfre$
- B lf^ b ytn& Z cxbnf.^ xnj njkmrj jlyf xthnf [fhfrnthf gj yjdjve pyfre

nbgbxyf lkz vtyz&
- B rfrfz 'nj xthnf$
- Gj-vjtvê  z jxtym ytpfdbcbvf^ yj^ vyt rf;tncz^ xnj z nthgtkbdf b cgjrjqyf&
- F xnj ns levftim j cdjtq [fhfrnthbcnbrt gj cnfhjve pyfre$
- Z gjkyjcnm. c ytq cjukfcyf&

GRAMMAR
THE SHORT FORM OF ADJECTIVES

Most qualitative adjectives have long and short forms. However, relative adjectives which denote
inherent characteristics have long forms only; e.g. lthtdzyysq (denotes material), ytltkmysq
(denotes time), pfhe,t;ysq (denotes place) etc. The masculine short form is produced by
removing the whole of the masculine ending from the long form. The feminine, neuter and plural
short forms are produced by removing the final vowel of the endings:

Gender Long form Short form
Masculine cgjrjqy - sq cgjrjty*
Feminine cgjrjqy - fz cgjrjqy - f
Neuture cgjrjqy - jt cgjrjqy - j
Plural cgjrjqy - st cgjrjqy - s

* The fill vowels -å- or -î- may occasionally appear in the stem of a masculine short-form adjective. Their
function is to break up the consonant cluster left after the removal of the full-form masculine ending; e.g.
,jkmy - îé (,jkty)^ bynthtcy - ûé (bynthtcty)^ rjhjnr - èé (rjhjnjr)& The fill vowel -å- usually
replaces a soft sign or é, whereas the fill vowel -î- splits the consonant clusters ending in ã^ ê&

There are a small number of adjectives with the fill vowel /:
jcnhsq sharp jcn/h (jcnhf^ jcnhj^ jcnhs)

cbkmysq strong cbk/y (cbkmyf^ cbkmyj^ cbkmys)

evysq clever ev/y (evyf^ evyj^ evys)

[bnhsq cunning [bn/h ([bnhf^ [bnhj^ [bnhs)

Some adjectives with a consonant cluster do not have a fill vowel in the masculine short form:
,jlhsq cheerful ,jlh

lj,hsq kind lj,h

ujhlsq proud ujhl

v/hndsq dead v/hnd

g/cnhsq multi-coloured g/cnh
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Special short forms

1. In the following adjectives the stem of the short form is completely different from that of
the full form:
,jkmijq big dtkbr^ dtkbrf^ dtkbrj^ dtkbrb*
vfktymrbq small vfk^ vfkf^ vfkj^ vfks*

* The adjectives dtkbrbq / ,jkmijq and vfktymrbq / vfksq are not distinguished in the short forms.

2. In the following adjectives the stem of the masculine short form is slightly different from
that of the full form:
ljcnjqysq worthy ljcnjby^ ljcnjqyf^ ljcnjqyj^ ljcnjqys
bcrhtyysq sincere bcrhtyty^ bcrhtyyf^ bcrhtyyj^ bcrhtyys

3. Hfl (-f^ -j^ -s) (glad), cjukfcty^ cjukfcyf^ (-j^ -s) (agreeable), ljk;ty^
ljk;yf^ (-j^ -s) (obliged) have no long form.

4. Rfrjd (-f^ -j^ -s) is used in the meaning �what kind of / what�� and nfrjd (-f^ -j^ -s)

in the meaning �such�. However, rfr and nfr are used to modify short adjectives:
rfrjdj ndj/ vytybt gj 'njve djghjce$ what is your opinion on this issue?
nfrjdj yfit vytybt such is our opinion
rfr ghtrhfcty 'njn vbh! how wonderful this world is!
jy nfr ev/y he is so clever

USE OF THE SHORT FORM OF ADJECTIVES

Attributive use of the short-form adjective is considered archaic. It occurs in folk songs, poetry,
epics etc. (e.g. yt dcnhtxftn tuj vjkjlf ;tyf - his young wife does not meet him; rhfcyj

cjkysirj - beautiful sun). It is also used in certain set expressions, some of which are found
in colloquial Russian:

yf ,jce yjue on one�s bare feet
jn vfkf lj dtkbrf great and small
gj ,tke cdtne into the wide world

1. In modern Russian the short form of adjectives is used predicatively (i.e. after a link-verb
such as ,snm^ ,sdfnm^ rfpfnmcz^ jrfpfnmcz^ cnfnm etc.). The link-verb is used
in the past and future tenses (e.g. jy ,sk ev/y - he was clever; crjhj jy ,eltn

ujkjlty - soon he will be hungry); in the imperative mood (e.g. ,elm cxfcnkbdf - be
happy); in the conditional-subjunctive mood (e.g. vs ,skb ,s hfls^ tckb ,s ds
ghbt[fkb r yfv - we would be glad if you visited us). In the present tense the link-verb
is omitted (e.g. jy ev/y - he is clever; jy ujkjlty - he is hungry). The short-form
adjective normally follows the noun or pronoun but may precede it for greater emphasis
(e.g. cxfcnkbd xtkjdtr^ rjnjhsq njxyj pyftn^ xtuj jy [jxtn - a person who
knows exactly what he wants is a happy person).
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2. While the long form usually denotes permanent characteristics, the short form is generally
used to indicate a temporary state or condition.
Compare, for example, the following:
'nf rjvyfnf vfktymrfz the full-form adjective vfktymrfz simply

means that the room is small
'nf rjvyfnf vfkf the short-form adjective vfkf implies that it is

too small for somebody or for some particular
purpose or occasion

Note that an adjective should always be used in its short form when it is accompanied by words
or phrases identifying restrictions:
a) when followed by a noun, pronoun or prepositional phrase

'nf rjvyfnf vfkf äëÿ ìåíÿ this room is too small for me
'njn abkmv ytbynthtcty îòöó this film is not interesting for my father

b) when followed by a subordinate clause
z cxfcnkbdf^ ÷òî òû ïðèøåë I am happy you came

c) when followed by an infinitive with or without xnj,s

jyf ljcnfnjxyj cjcnjzntkmyf^ she is sufficiently well off not to worry about
÷òîáû íå ïåðåæèâàòü j ltymuf[ money
ns yt cgjcj,ty gjyznm 'nj you are incapable of understanding it

Activity Twenty   -   Äâàäöàòîå çàäàíèå
Writing Put the adjectives into their appropriate short forms in the following

Russian sayings and proverbs. Then match up the phrases with the literal translations
given in the right-hand side of the box. Can you think of any English equivalents?

1& K.,db dct djphfcns  (gjrjhyst)& As is the priest, so is the flock.
2& Rjulf z tv^ z (uke[jq) b (ytvjq)& Love is blind, you can fall in love even

with a goat.
3& Req ;tktpj^ gjrf (ujhzxtt)& When I am eating I am deaf and dumb.
4& (Rfrjq) gjg^ (nfrjq) b ghb[jl& Hammer the iron while it is hot.
5& K.,jdm (cktgfz)^ gjk.,bim b rjpkf& All ages are submissive to love.

Activity Twenty-One   -   Äâàäöàòü ïåðâîå çàäàíèå
Reading/Writing Read the following astrological forecast from the Russian

magazine «Jyf» (January, 2001) for Capricornians. Underline all the short-form
adjectives that you can find and analyse their use.
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Rjpthju

22 ltrf,hz - 20 zydfhz
Zydfhm - vtczw Rjpthjuf&

E dfc yfxbyftncz yjdsq ujlbxysq wbrk ;bpyb& Ds 'ythubxys^ jgnbvbcnbxys
b edthtys d cdjb[ cbkf[& Nt^ rnj ght;lt yt j,hfofk yf dfc dybvfybz^ ctqxfc yt
ghjcnj pfvtnzn^ yj b ghbpyf.n kblthjv& D 'njn pbvybq vtczw ds kturj
yfkf;bdftnt rjynfrns^ c ,ktcrjv htiftnt k.,st pflfxb rfr kbxyjuj^ nfr b
ltkjdjuj [fhfrnthf& Jcj,tyyj elfxyj ltkf crkflsdf.ncz d gthdjq ltrflt
zydfhz& Dfv ghtlcnjbn vyjuj hfpkbxyjuj hjlf hfpujdjhjd b rjhjnrb[ gjtpljr&
<elmnt ,lbntkmys% d ljhjut ds dgjkyt vj;tnt dcnhtnbnm cdj. k.,jdm!

NOUNS IN APPOSITION
Words are said to be in apposition when they refer to the same person or thing and are placed
one after the other without being joined by a conjunction.

You should try to remember the following:
1. Commas are normally used to mark off words and phrases standing in apposition to the noun

or pronoun which is the subject/object of the sentence; e.g. Vfhbz^ bpdtcnyfz gtdbwf^ yt
ghbdsrkf r nfrjve j,hfotyb. - Maria, a famous singer, was not used to such treatment.

2. Single nouns in apposition (usually geographical proper nouns) are hyphenated when they
precede the noun they describe. The hyphen is omitted when the order is reversed; e.g. Vjcrdf-
htrf (but htrf Vjcrdf), Bkmvtym-jpthj (but jpthj Bkmvtym).

3. When two or more nouns, pronouns or modifiers refer to the same person or object they are
used in the same case; e.g. Vfhb.^ bpdtcnye. gtdbwê  jy pyfk c ltncndf - he knew
Maria, a famous singer, from childhood.

Activity Twenty-Two   -   Äâàäöàòü âòîðîå çàäàíèå
Writing Put the words in brackets in their correct form in the sentences below.

1& Z e;t ,skf yf ktrwbb Bdfyf <jhbcjdbxf Otlhbyf^
 (bpdtcnysq ghjatccjh vfntvfnbrb)&

ujlbxysq wbrk year-long cycle c ,ktcrjv brilliantly
edthtyysq d (+ prep) confident htifnm (I) (imp) to solve (s.th.)
cbkf strength k.,jq any
nt^ rnj (those) people who pflfxf task
ght;lt previously ltkjdjq business
j,hfofnm (I) dybvfybt yf (+ acc) to pay attention to elfxyj successful(ly)
pfvtxfnm (I)  / pfvtnbnm (pfvtxê to notice crkflsdfnmcz (I) / ckj;bnmcz  (II) to turn out
pfvtnbim) hfpkbxyjuj hjlf of various sorts
ghbpyfdfnm (ghbpyf.^ to recognize dfv ghtlcnjbn you are in for
ghbpyf/im) / ghbpyfnm (I) ,lbntkmysq alert, watchful
yfkf;bdfnm (I) (imp) rjynfrns to set up contacts dgjkyt entirely, fully
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2& Vs gjvjukb gjkexbnm dbpe yfitve yjdjve cneltynê  __________________
___________________ (vjkjljq fyukbxfyby bp <hfqnjyf)&

3& Ctujlyz vs yfrjytw dcnhtnbkbcm c Vfhbtq Gtnhjdyjq^ _________________
___________________ (yfif yjdfz cjctlrf)&

4& Jyb ;bden d Dfibyunjyt^ __________________ (cnjkbwf) CIF&

5& Z yt k.,k. cgjhbnm cj cdjtq ctcnhjq^ ________________________________
___________________ (dcgskmxbdfz b ytnthgtkbdfz ltdeirf)&

6& Dxthf z dbltk cdjtuj lheuf^ ________________ (<jhbc)^ __________________
___________________ (yf[jlxbdsq gfhtym c .vjhjv)&

7& Pfdnhf vs gjql/v d ujcnb r yfibv lhepmzv^ __________________________
___________________ (jxtym bynthtcyst b evyst k.lb)&

8& D ufptnf[ xfcnj gbien j yjds[ heccrb[ _______________________________
___________________ (,jufnst^ yj yt dctulf [jhjij j,hfpjdfyyst k.lb)&

9& D ghjikjv ujle vs regbkb yjdsq fdnjghbwtg^ ________________________
___________________ (elj,ysq^ [jnm b yt,jkmijq)&

10& Vjq jntw hjlbkcz d J,ifhjdrt^ _____________________________________
___________________ (yt,jkmifz lthtdyz yf Djkut)&

THE PARTICLE  ËÈ
Particles are words which are used with other words and phrases to express uncertainty and
subjective attitudes and emotions.
The particle kb has the following functions:

i) It corresponds to �if� or �whether� in English
z yt pyf.^ ljvf kb jyf - I don�t know if / whether she is at home
jyf yt edthtyf^ cjukfcbncz kb jy - she is not sure if / whether he will agree
jy cghjcbk^ ujdjhbn kb jyf gj-heccrb - he asked if / whether she spoke Russian

The particle kb follows the operative word (usually a verb) in the subordinate clause.
Note: do not use tckb in similar constructions. Although �if� can be used in English, tckb is only
used in Russian in conditional sentences; e.g. tckb gjujlf ,eltn [jhjifz^ z gjqle uekznm  - if
the weather is nice I will go for a walk.

Remember the following rule: if you can replace �if� by �whether� in English, use kb; otherwise, use
tckb .
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ii) It is also used in questions
lfdyj kb ds ghbt[fkb bp Vjcrds$ - is it long since you returned from Moscow?
yt [jnbnt kb ds gjqnb d ntfnh$ - would you like to go to the theatre?

In questions, kb always follows the word which bears the logical stress, and it is not normally
translated.
Note: the word order in questions with the particle kb is inverted. If kb is omitted from the question,
there is no inversion. Compare the following:

lfdyj kb ds ghbt[fkb bp Vjcrds$ = ds lfdyj ghbt[fkb bp Vjcrds$

The following phrases containing kb might be useful: dhzl kb (hardly likely), tldf kb (hardly)
z dhzl kb ghble ctujlyz r nt,t - I am hardly likely to come to see you today
dhzl kb vj;yj c dfvb cjukfcbnmcz - one can hardly agree with you

Activity Twenty-Three   -   Äâàäöàòü òðåòüå çàäàíèå
Writing     Translate the following into Russian. Use kb where appropriate.

1. I don�t remember if I have read this book.
2. Is it long since you saw your brother?
3. Aren�t you going with us?
4. She asked whether I wanted to buy a new computer.
5. Do they work?
6. He is not sure if he is able to go on holiday next year.
7. She is hardly likely to do it.
8. We don�t know if they are learning Russian or some other language.
9. One can hardly argue with it.
10. He asked whether she had passed the exam.


